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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GLOBAL SUMUD FLOTILLA CONDEMNS ARREST OF
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND ORGANIZERS
IN TUNISIA

March 6,2026

The Global Sumud Flotilla (GSF) strongly condemns the arrest today of local Tunisian
GSF organizers Wael Nouar, Jawaher Channa, Nabil Chanoufi, Sana Msahli, and
Mohammed Amin Belnour, who were detained at a hotel in Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia, by
Tunisia’s counter-terrorism police unit.

Their arrest follows a series of troubling actions by Tunisian authorities over the past
several days that have targeted peaceful Gaza solidarity activities connected to the
Global Sumud Flotilla.

On 4 March, Tunisian police violently blocked a delegation of more than twenty GSF
steering committee members, local and international organizers from reaching Sidi
Bou Said Port, where they were scheduled to meet and thank Tunisian port workers
who have shown solidarity with Palestine and support for the flotilla. The gathering
had been planned in advance and had received the required approvals from Tunisian
authorities. However, shortly before the event was due to begin, the permits were
abruptly withdrawn without explanation.

On 5 March, another previously scheduled public event involving civil society
representatives and members of the press at the Ciné-Théatre Le Rio in Tunis was
also cancelled by authorities just moments before it was set to begin.

The arrest of Tunisian GSF organizers, together with the repeated shutdowns of
lawful gatherings, represent a deeply concerning escalation and a troubling
departure from Tunisia’s long history of public solidarity with the Palestinian people
and international efforts to support Gaza.

For decades, Tunisia has stood as a beacon of visible and courageous solidarity with
Palestine. The departure of last year’s flotilla mission from Sidi Bou Said was a
historic moment that reflected the deep connection between the Tunisian people
and the Palestinian struggle for freedom and dignity.
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The Global Sumud Flotilla calls for an immediate clarification regarding the
circumstances of these arrests and for their prompt release.

Despite these actions, our mission remains unchanged. This spring, we will once
again launch a historic civilian mission from the Mediterranean to Gaza to challenge
the siege and stand with the Palestinian people. We remain confident that the people
of Tunisia, whose solidarity with Palestine has always been powerful and visible, will
once again play avital role in this historic effort.

Media Contact:
Hasina Kathrada:
+27 83786 3608

Email: media@globalsumudflotilla.org
Instagram/Telegram: @globalsumudflotilla
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